
 
Mrs. Spence 
6th Grade Teacher 
Social Studies/Literature 
 
 
Welcome Parents! 
 
My name is Amber Spence and I am looking forward to working with you this 
year.  I have been working in education for 5+ years, and this is my second year at 
St. Jerome School.  I have a BA in Modern European History from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill and an MA in American History from the 
University of Nebraska at Kearney.  I know that if we work together, your students 
will have a successful year.  Gradelink and email is my prime form of 
communication. My email address is aspence@stjeromewestchester.org.  Email is 
the best way to reach me, and I respond as quickly as possible, but not generally 
over weekends.  Please feel free to ask me any questions as they come up. 
 
At the end of this syllabus will be a link to a Google Form.  Please use this to 
provide your contact information. A signature for both you and your child 
demonstrates that you have read and understand my classroom policies. 
 
Again I look forward to working with you and your child this year! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amber Spence 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



6th Grade English Social Studies & Literature:  
Syllabus, Rules, and Grading Policy 

2019-2020 
 

Ancient Civilizations Social Studies Course 

Content & Sequence 
Text: Teacher Created Google Slideshow and Houghton Mifflin A Message of 
Ancient Days 
 
The 6th Grade Ancient Civilizations course is based on the State of California Social Science 
Standards and the Common Core State Standards. This course will create a deeper understanding 
of history by studying the peoples and events that ushered in the dawn of the major Western and 
non-Western civilizations up to the Fall of Rome c. 476 BCE.  
 
Course components: 

● Beginnings to 4000 BCE 
● 4000–1000 BCE: Kingdoms and Innovations 
● The Early Civilizations of Mesopotamia, Egypt, and Kush 
● The Ancient Israelites (Hebrews) 
● Ancient Greece 
● The Early Civilizations of India 
● The Early Civilizations of China 
● The Development of Rome 

 
Students will develop higher levels of critical thinking by considering various aspects of Ancient 
History. Students will analyze multiple perspectives from Ancient History, emphasizing the 
enduring contributions of early peoples and the link between the contemporary and historical 
world. Students will progress through the standards using a variety of strategies, including 
critical thinking, developing arguments, and interpreting evidence. There will be several projects 
and activities throughout the year that will enhance the learning experiences related to each 
period of Ancient History. This course emphasizes analysis, evaluating evidence, and presenting 
findings through argumentation. Students will use multiple types of sources, including the 
textbook and primary sources, as well as supplemental readings, all of which will be provided by 
the teacher.  
 
 
 
 
 

 



Grading Policy (Social Studies): 
 Grades will be calculated based upon class work, tests, quizzes, and projects.  

● Classwork 30% 
● Quizzes 20% 
● Tests 25% 
● Projects 25% 

 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS):  
 
A complete list of the Standards for social studies can be found at: www.corestandards.org/the-standards. 
 

Literature 

Content & Sequence 
Texts: Various Novels organized as a Book Club. These novels will align with the 
Social Studies Curriculum in most cases. Other short stories and readings will be 
assigned based on class needs. Novels may include but are NOT limited to: 
Boy of the Painted Cave 
Wolf Brother 
11,000 Years Lost 
Pharaoh's Daughter 
The Moon in the Clouds 
Black Ships Before Troy 
Homeless Bird 
The Crystal Ribbon 
Phantom of Tiger Mountain 
Escape by Sea 
Galen: My Life in Imperial Rome 
Gladiator: Fight for Freedom 
The Forgotten Daughter 
 
Students will read and analyze text and subtext with the purpose of defending their interpretations. This is 
not primarily a writing or language class, but there will be written assignments including an on-going 
Reader’s Response Journal. This journal will be electronic. It is a student paced assignment, but parents 
MUST sign/initial all entries to insure they are completed in a timely manner.  
 
Grading Policy (Literature): 
 Grades will be calculated based upon class work, tests, quizzes, and projects.  

● Discussion/Classwork 15% 
● Reader’s Response 15% 
● Quizzes 20% 
● Projects/Essays 25% 
● Tests 25% 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards


 
Classroom Policies and Procedures 
Policies and General Class Information 
 
Homework/Class Assignments/Projects:  
It is the student’s responsibility to ensure that all work is collected and completed independently               
and in a timely manner.  

o Late assignments are accepted with a penalty of 5 percentage points each day it is               
late.  

o Assignments without a name recieve a 5 point deduction. 
o All assignments must contain a proper middle school heading: last name, first            

name, period, date and title/heading 
o The line between what is homework and classwork is often blurry.           

Classwork often goes home to be finished and homework is often viewed as             
classwork. 

 
Writing Assignments:  
All typed assignments must be properly formatted. 

o 12 Point Font 
o Times New Roman 
o Double Spaced 
o Approximately 1 Inch Margins  
o Hint: For this class, a paragraph is approximately 4-7 good sentences in length             

and contains one main idea. 
 
Absences 
Students are responsible for making up all work when they are absent.  

o Students will have two full days from the date of an excused absence to complete 
missing assignments or tests.  

o In cases of extended absences, upon the student’s return, special arrangements for 
make-up work should be made.  

o Please write the word “Absent” and include the date of the absence when you turn 
your assignment.  

 
Tests 
Tests will usually be given upon completion of a unit or selection to evaluate a student’s                
understanding of the work. At times an alternative assessment such as an individual or              
cooperative group project or an essay will be given in addition to a test.  
 
 
Cheating 
Suspected cheating on any test, quiz, or assignment will result in an automatic fail on that 
assignment and/or a “U” in Work Habits.  
 
 
 

 



Extra Credit  
There are two ways to earn extra credit points. 
1) Turn in Reader’s Response early for up to 10 points extra credit at the end of each trimester 
2) Make corrections on tests and quizzes but finding the correct answer and indicating where you 
found the answer.  
 
Chromebooks  
Students will be expected to adhere to an acceptable use policy and specific classroom rules and 
procedures. There will be frequent and random battery level checks to ensure students are 
treating their Chromebooks as a classroom tool. These checks will help to determine a student’s 
Work Habits Grade. Students found mis-using their Chromebooks will lose the privilege of using 
them that day. All assignments will be given in an alternative format and parents will be 
contacted. This will affect the students Work Habits Grade 
 
Email 
Students will receive a Gmail and Drive account. It is important that as they enter adolescence                
your child learns to be self-sufficient so please encourage your child to email me when they have                 
specific and reasonable questions.  
 
Gradelink 
I will use Gradelink to put all grades and to let you know of homework and other assignments.  I 
will also use Gradelink to let you know about your child's behavior.  Multiple Behavior Alerts 
will affect their Behavior Grade. 
 
Daily Planner/Agenda 
Students are expected to bring their planner to class every day to copy daily assignments that are 
posted on the board. These will usually be signed by the teacher. Parents should check planners 
daily in order to stay informed of current classroom projects and assignments. 
 
Student Communication and Appointments 
Please write me a note, send me an email, or ask to make an appointment to speak with me after 
class. 
 
What if…? 
Sometimes things go awry despite the most meticulous plans. Please advise me of the situation in 
writing and I’ll do my best to be reasonable and equitable. 
 
Work Habits and Cooperation Grades 
Work Habits (O, G, S, NI, U) 

o These are based on Computer Checks and Class Preparation 
o Always come to class on time and prepared. Make sure your computer is charged 

and your assignments complete 
o O- No Missing Items, Computer Always Ready to Go 
o G- 1-2 Missing Items or Negative Computer Checks 
o S- 3-4 Missing Items or Negative Computer Checks 
o NI- 5-6 Missing Items or Negative Computer Checks 

 



o U 7+ Missing Items or Negative Computer Checks 
 
 
Behavior Grades (O, G, S, NI, U)  
Grades reflect a student’s behavior or conduct, courtesy, attitude, and ability to follow 
instructions. 
Cooperation marks will be based on a behavior alerts sent home and reset each Trimester. 
 
No Alerts O 
1-2 Alerts G 
3-4 Alerts S 
5-6 Alerts NI 
7+ Alerts U 
 
Some behaviors will earn an automatic U: 
Cheating 
Any unapproved use of a phone in class 
Misuse of Chromebook 
 
Consequences 
Gradelink Alerts are sent after multiple in class reminders 
If behavior continues after a Gradelink Alert is sent (in 1 day) a student will be Benched. Some 
actions lead to automatic Benchings (disrespect, inappropriate language, misuse of Chromebook, 
etc) 
If the behavior is constant (multiple Gradelink Alerts in consecutive days, Multiple Benchings, 
etc.) I will call or email home. 
If the behavior continues Detention will be assigned. Some behaviors are automatic detentions 
(Fighting, Bullying, Dangerous Behaviors, Misuse of Chromebook) 

 


